About Montana NORML

Approved as an official chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws in August 1998, Montana NORML has numerous accomplishments of which we’re proud. 

Our website (montananorml.org) sees as many as 500 hits a day, and is an excellent resource for drug war related news and information.

A timeline of our other significant accomplishments follows:

September 1998 – Montana NORML sent out surveys to approximately 250 legislators and legislative candidates, inquiring as to their attitudes on medical, industrial, and recreational uses of the cannabis plant. About 15 individuals replied, allowing Montana NORML to identify some allies and “enemies”. This survey was repeated in August 2000, and the results of both surveys are available on the montananorml.org website.

October 1998 – Montana NORML and Montanans for Medical Rights commissioned a scientific survey of Montana adults’ attitudes on medical, industrial, and recreational uses of cannabis. 90% of the respondents felt that the drug war was neither cost-effective nor useful in reducing drug use. 70% voiced their support for medical marijuana. Just over half supported the idea of taxing and regulating marijuana in the same way that alcohol is taxed and regulated.

December 1998 – Montana NORML helped pen an industrial hemp resolution and provided it to an alternative crop coalition for introduction in the 1999 state legislative session. The resolution, designated HR-2, called upon the federal government to eliminate the prohibition of cultivation of industrial hemp.

February 1999 – HR-2 passed the Agriculture Committee unanimously, and later passed the house with a vote of 95 to 4. This strong victory sent a strong message to Washington: Montanans want to grow hemp!

March 1999 – Montana NORML was contacted by a medical marijuana patient with a note from a California doctor. The patient had been arrested for marijuana possession while visiting family in Missoula. Montana NORML attorney Allen Lee defended the patient, citing Montana laws that recognize the laws of other states and the opinions of doctors licensed in other states. In response, the prosecutor offered deferred prosecution, allowing the patient to continue on with his life without any further disruption or fines.

September 1999 – Montana NORML acquired information about fungus research going on at Montana State University in Bozeman which involved the production of an organism inclined to destroy cannabis plants. Under the Montana state constitution, citizens have a right to know what their tax-funded institutions are doing, and Montana NORML lodged an open records suit against MSU. When MSU surrendered hundreds of pages of internal financial, contractual, and scientific papers to Montana NORML, it made national news, with the New York Times, New Scientist magazine, and the Gainesville Sun covering the fungus story. 

February 2000 – Montana NORML Director John Masterson attended the National NORML conference in Washington DC, and presented a speech on the accomplishments of Montana NORML, particularly the fungus lawsuit. National NORML has now lodged a federal Freedom of Information Act request for additional documents related to the MSU research.

July 2000 – Montana NORML publicized a landmark statistical analysis of FBI numbers which showed that levels of marijuana law enforcement vary widely from county to county within Montana. Front page news in the Missoulian, the report showed that a marijuana smoker is eight times more likely to be arrested in Toole County than Big Horn County, for instance. Attacked by local law enforcement as being “skewed”, Montana NORML Director John Masterson defended the report in a letter to the Missoulian the following week, pointing out that any skew in the numbers would come only from the FBI, who collected the numbers.

September 2000 – Montana NORML sent out an electronic survey to the 200 or so legislators and legislative candidates with access to email, inquiring as to their positions on medical use, industrial hemp, and decriminalization. Of the 20 respondents, the vast majority espouse positions compatible with Montana NORML goals.

The future: Montana NORML is in the process of drafting legislation for introduction in the spring 2001 legislative session regarding legal medical use of marijuana, test plots and research on industrial hemp, and reduction in penalties for marijuana possession. If you are interested in helping, or just want to know more, please contact us.
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2401 Brooks #130

Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 542-8696

http://www.montananorml.org
